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Youngstown hopeful for a return to normalcy
The pandemic has brought 

many challenges and sacrifi ces for 
everyone in the world. We are all 
trying to manage and keep every-
one healthy and well.

The Village of Youngstown and 
the Board of Trustees as a govern-
ment have had to manage the man-
dates from the federal, state and 
county levels during this time. The 
Board of Trustees agreed early 
on to keep the health and safety of 
our residents and employees the 
fi rst and foremost thought in deci-
sion making and to always err on 
the side of an abundance of cau-
tion. As a municipality, we are fully 
required to follow each executive 
order that was issued. There have 

been 443 issued; not all pertain to 
us. The main order is under execu-
tive order 202, to which there have 
been 101 additions. 

Since the day New Yorkers were 
required to reduce workforce 
capacity and work remotely, the 
village offi ce has been open. Our 
building had to be locked and 
programs suspended for the safety 
of all. However, a drop box was 
added and there was someone 
available every day to handle 
village business as needed. The li-
brary was also able to be open and 
offer curbside pick-up and appoint-
ments for in-person browsing. The 
community events of electronic 
recycling and book sales were also 

able to be held.
Although currently our numbers 

are climbing, it is hopeful with vac-
cinations now available things will 
be able to return to a more normal 
way of living. The Village Board 
has and continues to work on a 
plan for reopening the building 
and programs, as we are able. The 
basketball nets should be up soon 
in the parks and we are working 
with the Youngstown Free Library 
on a plan that will allow patrons to 
browse without appointments as 
well. There will still be social dis-
tancing and mask requirements, 
but we are hopeful things will 
continue to improve and we would 
be able to return to a more normal 

way of living. 
As we continue to move forward, 

you will see the addition of QR 
codes to our communications and 
signs. These QR codes will lead 
you to current information and 
communication for our recreation 
programs and village news. 

The Village Board would like to 
thank the residents for their pa-
tience and understanding during 
these times. 

Youngstown Village 
Board of Trustees

Mayor Raleigh Reynolds
Deputy Mayor Mark Fox

Trustee Stuart Comerford
Trustee Nicole Quarantillo

Trustee Robbie Reisman

George Floyd: Leaders respond to verdict
On Tuesday, a Minneapolis jury 

found former police offi cer Derek 
Chauvin guilty of second-degree 
unintentional murder, third-degree 
murder and second-degree man-
slaughter in the death of George 
Floyd.

In response, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo said, “The verdicts delivered 
today were a powerful statement 
of accountability. George Floyd’s 
family and his loved ones got well-
deserved closure, and all of us who 
deeply and personally felt his loss 
gained hope in the possibility of 
progress.

“But while I’m grateful that 
the jury returned these verdicts, 
accountability is not the same as 
justice. It doesn’t make an unac-
ceptable situation acceptable, and 
it doesn’t bring Gianna’s dad back. 
But it must fuel our continued 
march towards equity.

“Emmett Till. Medgar Evers. 
Rodney King. Amadou Diallo. Sean 
Bell. Trayvon Martin. Eric Garner. 
Michael Brown. Philando Castile. 
Ahmaud Arbery. Breonna Taylor. 
George Floyd. Daunte Wright. 
Adam Toledo. Our country has 
never fully lived up to its founding 
ideal, of liberty and justice for all. 
Still, our greatest attribute has al-
ways been our optimism, our belief 
in an ever better future, our faith in 
the strength of humanity.

“We saw that faith in streets 
across the country last summer 
and over the last 11 months. Our 
charge now is to channel our grief, 
our anger, our righteous energy, 
and make real, positive and long-
overdue change happen.”

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 

said, “George Floyd’s murder was 
a tragedy. It was a crime that the 
entire world witnessed on video 
over the course of nine minutes 
and 29 seconds. That Derek 
Chauvin was found guilty on all 
counts is important and it is right. 
But I also know we must continue 
to challenge the system that en-
abled his murder in the fi rst place.

“George Floyd’s death was a 
turning point. Across our state, 
our country and indeed the world, 
people took to the streets to say no 
more to the systemic racism that 
costs the lives of our friends and 
neighbors. To say that those with 
power and authority must be held 
responsible for their actions. To de-
mand that we rebalance the tilted 
scales of justice in our country. To 
say that Black Lives Matter.

“This verdict is a victory, but we 
cannot forget that George Floyd 
was more than a rallying call for 
a reckoning in our justice system 
– he was a man. He was a father 
and a brother, and his family will 
always feel his loss. They have 
endured this terrible tragedy with 
grace and dignity. My heart goes 
out to George Floyd’s friends and 
family. I hope this brings them a 
sense of justice, and that they can 
fi nd strength and peace.

New York Attorney General Le-
titia James said, “Almost one year 
ago, the Floyd family and commu-
nities across this nation were torn 
apart by the murder of George 
Floyd. We all watched in helpless 
desperation as a man was merci-
lessly killed by the knee of a police 
offi cer. Today, there is fi nally 
accountability for this atrocious 

crime that stole the life of a father, 
brother, son and friend. I pray 
that the Floyd family fi nds some 
semblance of justice and peace 
for this horribly unjust act. While 
true justice will never be served as 
long as Black men and women are 
subjected to such inequality, today, 
we are one step closer to a fairer 
system.”

Buffalo Catholic Diocese Bishop 
Michael W. Fisher said, “Today’s 
verdict of accountability in the 
tragic killing of George Floyd is an 
important step in healing the deep 
wounds of racial tension caused by 
his senseless killing. The agoniz-
ing images of his confrontation 
with those sworn to protect and 
serve, and the fi nal moments of 
life, will forever challenge us and 
must always compel us to create a 
more compassionate and just so-
ciety, where all enjoy equal rights 
and protections under the law. I im-
plore all who wish to demonstrate 
to do so peacefully and in ways 
that lead to greater understanding, 
dialogue and meaningful change. 
We pray for the family and com-
munity of George Floyd that our 
loving and compassionate God will 
ease their pain and provide them 
comfort.”

University at Buffalo President 
Satish K. Tripathi said, “A few 
moments ago, we all learned the 
verdict in the Derek Chauvin 
trial. This landmark trial has been 
viewed as a referendum on police 
accountability and brutality against 
Black and brown Americans – 
and, as such, it has been closely 
followed by millions of people 
demanding the abiding structural 

change that is long-overdue in our 
country.

“Of course, the deep-seated hurt, 
sadness and anger that George 
Floyd’s murder evoked cannot be 
wiped away with the reading of a 
guilty verdict. It is my ardent hope 
that, as we pause and refl ect on the 
verdict, we consider how we can 
transform this moment in our col-
lective history into a turning point 
for genuine reconciliation and 
change: change in our hearts, our 
minds, our practices, our systems.

“As I have said before, we at UB 
can actively contribute to trans-
formative change through our 
mission and its expression in our 
education, our research, scholar-
ship and creative activities, and our 
engagement with one another and 
the many communities we serve.

“Together, as a university com-
munity, we must continue working 
toward the ideals of social justice, 
recognizing that achieving them 
will lead to a brighter future for 
those who have been marginalized 
and disenfranchised throughout 
our country’s history – and for our 
nation as a whole.”

Floyd died May 25, 2020, while 
in Chauvin’s custody. The for-
mer police offi cer was seen on 
video with his knee pinned against 
Floyd’s neck for between eight 
minutes and 46 seconds and more 
than nine-and-a-half minutes.

Chauvin pursued Floyd upon 
reports a counterfeit $20 bill was 
used to make a purchase. His 
attorney, Eric Nelson, argued 
Floyd’s death was the result of 
drug-induced stress to the heart. 
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